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Awards Night!
Tuesday, October 14th

UCC Meeting Hall
11245 Los Osos Valley Rd. in SLO

! October’s meeting is 
actually a triple celebration, 
and we hope you all will be 
able to attend.
! First, we will christen 
our new meeting venue with 
good food and beverages, great 
fellowship and lots of fun. We’ve outgrown our old 
meeting place, and found one that will better serve 
our growing membership. (See page 7 for directions 
to the United Church of Christ Meeting Hall)
! Second, we will gather to hear the winners of 
our Short Story/Memoir and Poetry competition 
read their winning entries. This is the best of the best, 
the cream of the crop, culled from an amazing array 
of entries. You don’t want to miss this!
! And third, many of the 51 authors presented 
in our newly issued The Best of SLO NightWriters in 
Tolosa Press Anthology will be at the celebration to 
autograph your copies and answer your questions. 
Don’t yet have your copy of the anthology? Don’t 
worry, we’ll have plenty at the meeting for you to 
purchase. Remember, the holidays are coming up, 
and this amazing volume of fantastic shorts makes 
the perfect gift for most anyone on your list.
! Set aside this date—Tuesday, October 14—and 
plan to come help us celebrate all the great 
happenings in SLO NightWriters—our growth over 
the past year, our new venue, the winners of our 
annual competition, and the authors included in our 
first (but definitely not last!) SLO NightWriters 
Anthology. This celebration is about you, and for 
you, because we couldn’t do any of it without you. 
See you there!
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
In The Loop

! “But it’s all been written before.” “How can I come up with 
anything new?” “It’s not a subject people want to think about.” “There’s 
nothing new under the sun.” My guess is most of us have heard these 
complaints before. One or two of us may even have uttered something 
like them in a hasty moment, as we gazed with bleary eyes at a blank 
page or screen.

! “Misery loves company.” That has a lot of fans and just to prove it, I’ll let you in on a 
little secret. All the above quotes may belong to writers, but are also shared by 
photographers, artists, musicians, movie-makers and anyone in a creative field. Do you feel 
better now? I really hope not. As we look upon the world around us, we could say these 
things, but they only hold up on the surface. We need not, and cannot, let any such utterance 
hold us back from finding and expressing our own voice in any field.
! One of our very own NightWriters appeared in the newspaper today. Jay Asher, the 
author of the wildly popular New York Times bestseller, Thirteen Reasons Why, is beginning a 
tour, appearing in one school in every state to talk about bullying and it’s consequences, 
including suicide. This may not be the most glamorous subject matter there is, but far more 
important is the fact that the book’s Young Adult audience can relate to the subject.
! If you write on a subject you know about or even one you need to research, but feel 
deeply about, you will find an audience that can relate to you and even feel empowered by 
the fact that you are speaking directly to them. That is the gold standard. To have a 
readership that feels deeply connected to the story and the issues and the characters you have 
presented to them is the way you will gain a solid base of readers. They will become invested 
in you, because they trust you. You have created a loop with your readers. 
! There are certain writers who will create such a strong bond that their fans will 
automatically pick up anything written by them, the fans already enjoying the anticipation of 
getting back into that loop. The trap of this sort of writing is when a writer develops a 
formula and becomes trapped in it, for to stray from that pattern would cause the loss of his 
fan base.
! A writer, like any creative person, needs to stretch and grow gradually, bringing his or 
her readers along for the journey. Someone such as Marion Zimmer Bradley or Ursula K. 
LeGuin display such virtuosity in their writing that they can shift genres without the loss of 
fans. There is something about the spirit of the writer that keeps the loop in place and 
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unbroken. You know that such a writer may surprise you with the subject matter in a new 
book, but still you will come away satisfied.
! Having just finished up the 30th Annual Central Coast Writers Conference, our 
writers as well as many writers from out of the area had the opportunity to learn from such 
luminaries as Anne Perry, Victoria Zackheim, Mara Purl, Barbara Abercrombie and a full 
cast of writers, editors, poets, coaches, agents, publishers and playwrights. Two days full of 
learning, networking and total inspiration left many weak in the knees but, in the end, 
each and every participant went home to work on bringing their truest self to bear on their 
work. All these wonderful experts can only help guide you past obvious or not so obvious 
pitfalls. You must still find your own voice and start your own loop.
! I hope to see you all at the NightWriters October 14th celebration of the Golden Quill 
writing contest winners and a presentation of some of our The Best of SLO NightWriters in 
Tolosa Press Anthology authors. There will be readings, food, the company of writers and 
poets, autographs and a lot of fun. Details on our website and in this issue of 
WordSmiths.!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Excelsior,
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Dennis

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

Have YOU NW-Blogged Today?
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org. And make sure your 
bio and book listing is up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an 
international reputation, your social media presence grows right along with us. 

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Our Round Tables will take a hiatus for October, in honor of Awards Night, when 

the winners of our Golden Quill Awards will be celebrated. They will return in November 
with our ever-popular Critique Table with Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold, joined by our 
Writing Table where Susan Tuttle will do a presentation on the 9 different scene types 
writers can use to make their writing come alive. See you in November at 5:15!

Meeting at Kreuzbergs
685 Higuera St., SLO

Thu. Oct. 16th, from 5:30pm to 7pm

Come join us for a casual glass of wine or beer, or a cup of coffee and a roundtable 
discussion on the forming of a new SLO NightWriters critique group(s): 

•  Format / Rules 
•  Venue
•  Genres
•  Dates / Frequency and Times

Chaired by Anita Hunt  ! hunt6465@charter.net! (805) 439-1591
and Tom Snow                     coinerbop@gmail.com ! (805) 574-3878

Interested in a New 
Critique Group?

mailto:hunt6465@charter.net
mailto:hunt6465@charter.net
mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com
mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...

! The Tribune featured NW Jay Asher on the front page as it covered his recent 
speech to his alma mater, SLO High School. This speech was the first in his "50 States 
Against Bullying" tour. As he travels, he will visit one school in all 50 states. At each 
venue, he will discuss his book, Thirteen Reasons Why, and talk about depression and 
suicide, especially as related to bullying, and the importance of valuing ourselves and 
each other. We are so proud of Jay—as a person, as an author and a SLO NightWriter. 
Have a great tour, Jay!

! Beryl Reichenberg, fiber artist and children’s book author, continues her classes for 
young children at the Almond Acres Academy in San Miguel on October 1 and October 8 
from 2 to 3 with new book making forms, including a Halloween themed book and 
various accordion book forms. Beryl will also be attending a breakfast sponsored by the 
Santa Barbara School District office for children’s authors, teachers and others interested 
in children’s literature on October 2 at the district offices. Her books, currently on sale at 
Chaucer’s Bookstore will be available along with other authors’ books for sale at the 
breakfast.

! Beryl will conduct a book making class for children at the Studios on the Park in 
Paso Robles. Contact the Studios for time and date at sasha@studiosonthepark.org.  The 
theme of the book will be about Halloween.

! Beryl’s new children’s book, Clowning 
Around, is due to be published by Oak Tree 
Press this month. It will be available at Whiz 
Kids Toy Store, the Gallery at the Network and 
the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art among 
other local bookstores and shops by the end of 
the month. Clowning Around is a story about 
Charlie the Clownfish who likes to perform 
tricks for the children who come to see him at 
his aquarium tank. The other fish in the tank 
become jealous and devise a plan to keep him 
from getting all the attention.

mailto:sasha@studiosonthepark.org
mailto:sasha@studiosonthepark.org
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Tolosa Press Call for 
Holiday Submissions

Dear NightWriters,

! You may not know yet what to ask Santa for this year, but you should 
know that we would like to help you get published. Tolosa Press is interested in 
featuring the SLO NightWriters' winter holidays stories in their papers. If you 
want to give it a try, don't hesitate and start writing. It takes time for your 
submissions to go through all the steps that the Editorial Committee has devised 
to assure that the work we submit to Tolosa has been vetted and carefully edited. 

Deadlines:
! ! Halloween - September 30th
! ! Thanksgiving - November 1st
! ! Christmas - November 1st 
! ! New Year's - December 1st 

! To be eligible to submit, your NightWriter dues must be current. 
! Word limit (strict):  500 - 650

! The Tolosa Press Publisher prefers pieces that grab the readers and keep them interested 
until the end. Short stories and creative nonfiction (that reads like fiction) with human interest are 
preferred. For submissions guidelines, visit our website: http://slonightwriters.org/
page-1780155.

! With thanks,
! Andrea Chmelik
! chmelik.andrea@gmail.com

! “Like many journalists, I am often frustrated that my insights have, at 
most, a one-day shelf life, and I yearn for the relative immortality of good 
paper and hard covers.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Thomas Hine

http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
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Our New Venue for October Meeting
! During our October 14th meeting, we will reveal the winners of the 25th annual Golden 
Quill Competition. And starting with this meeting, we will assemble at our new venue on Los 
Osos Valley Road in San Luis Obispo. That’s right—we’ve outgrown our current place and 
have found another one that’s large enough to accommodate our growing membership!
! Plan to join us for this gala celebration of our contest winners, and for the official launch 
of our first The Best of SLO NightWriters in Tolosa Press Anthology. We’re planning a festive 
party complete with readings, fun, food and great networking. Don’t miss this fantastic 
presentation of the best of both SLO NightWriters’ Annual Competition and the SLO 
NightWriters Anthology.
! For this meeting only, there will be no Round Tables prior to the big celebration of the 
Golden Quill award winners. In addition to the contest winners, many of the authors featured 
in the anthology will be present and willing to autograph their stories for you. We’ll have great 
food and beverages as we enjoy this dual celebration. Be sure to bring your anthologies for 
autographing, and your questions and comments for the contest winners. 

Our new venue: 
the United 
Church of Christ 
Meeting Hall, 
11245 Los Osos 
Valley Road, San 
Luis Obispo, 
CA, 93401. Take 
the 101 North or 
South to the Los 
Osos/Baywood 
exit. Come out 
Los Osos Valley 
Road past 
Madonna Road 
and Royal Way. 
The Hall is on 
the left just past 
Oceannaire. 
Huge parking 
lot!

UCC Meeting Hall

Madonna Road
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The October NW Online Book Club Selection 
! We were saving this book as a treat for the holiday 
season, but due to changes in our schedule we are excited 
to feature it in October! This month we are reading A 
Murder Amongst Angels by Tony Piazza. 
! Sexy, platinum blonde movie siren, Gertrude Hurd 
had it all-fame, men, and riches. But now she was dead. A 
fallen angel, whose broken body and tarnished halo was 
lying on a hillside behind her beach front cafe. It's 1931, 
and private detective Tom Logan is back, once again 
immersed in a perplexing mystery that has him racing 
against time to track down a merciless killer. As the body 
count grows, so do the suspects, as his investigation soon 
has him bucking against corrupt city officials, the mob, and 
the Hollywood studio system. Packed with mystery, action, romance, humor, and 
characters you won't easily forget, this fantastic sequel delivers everything 
promised from the first novel and more. A Murder Amongst Angels is a nostalgic, 
hard-boiled detective mystery that takes readers back to the era of Chandler and 
Hammett, while creating a niche all its own.
! Tony Piazza is a mystery writer, film historian, and veteran storyteller 
renowned for his passion for writing and movies. He is the author of three mystery 
novels and a non-fiction work. Actor and stand-in for movies and television, Piazza 
has appeared in such notable films as Magnum Force, Towering Inferno, and The 
Streets of San Francisco. From Clint Eastwood to Paul Newman and Steve McQueen, 
Piazza's background reads like a who's who of Hollywood. He is also a member of 
the Sisters in Crime mystery writer's organization and SLO NightWriters. 

! “In my own experience, nothing is harder for the developing writer than 
overcoming his anxiety that he is fooling himself or cheating or embarrassing 
his family and friends. To most people, even those who don’t read much, there 
is something special and vaguely magical about writing, and it is not easy for 
them to believe that someone they know—someone quite ordinary in many 
respects—can really do it.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~John Gardner

http://www.amazon.com/Murder-Amongst-Angels-Tony-Piazza-ebook/dp/B00ECGY1GC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1390241302&sr=1-1&keywords=tony+piazza
http://www.amazon.com/Murder-Amongst-Angels-Tony-Piazza-ebook/dp/B00ECGY1GC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1390241302&sr=1-1&keywords=tony+piazza
http://www.amazon.com/Murder-Amongst-Angels-Tony-Piazza-ebook/dp/B00ECGY1GC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1390241302&sr=1-1&keywords=tony+piazza
http://www.amazon.com/Murder-Amongst-Angels-Tony-Piazza-ebook/dp/B00ECGY1GC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1390241302&sr=1-1&keywords=tony+piazza
http://www.authortonypiazza.com/
http://www.authortonypiazza.com/
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Anita E. Hunt
Critique Group 

Chair

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Anita Hunt, Critique Group 
Coordinator, hunt6465@charter.net.  We’ll print your specific request in this Critique 
Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW members to view, increasing 
opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for your needs, 
make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Anita for assistance 
if needed. And, if you form a group, please let Anita know so she can list it on the website. 
She can also showcase the group’s talent in the newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are 
available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we 
strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own 
writing affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these 
associations, we hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

Continued Next Page

mailto:hunt6465@charter.net
mailto:hunt6465@charter.net
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

! “If you told me to write a love song tonight, I’d have a lot of trouble. But if you 
tell me to write a love song about a girl with a red dress who goes into a bar and is on 
her fifth martini and is falling off her chair, that’s a lot easier, and it makes me free to 
say anything I want.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Stephen Sondheim

mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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Membership Minute
 In my September column I speculated that one of the reasons that 
SLO NightWriters filled a need for so many is because of the solitary 
nature of our work as writers.  At our September General meeting, I 
passed out slips of paper requesting people to write a sentence or two on 
why they belong to SLO NightWriters. Not many people filled out my 
little slips of paper, but a got enough for a sample and I have to say that 
the overwhelming reason people stated for being an SLO NightWriter 
was: THE PEOPLE!

Here are some of the answers I got: 
! *To meet other writers.  To get a better sense of the quality of 
my own writing.  Sitting alone in front of my computer – I get an 
inflated ego. – J.A.

! “It is fatal for anyone who writes to think of their sex. It is fatal to be a man or 
a woman pure and simple; one must be woman-manly or man-womanly.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Virginia Woolf

! *Congregating with other writers gives me permission to indulge in my work, 
share ideas and most importantly learn the craft of writing. – J.N.
! *I joined SLO NightWriters because I want to start thinking like a writer again.  I 
want to hear what other writers have to say and start my creative juices flowing again.  
– C.W.
! *So many of the members have become such an important and wonderful part of 
my life. – R.S.
! *Because you are beautiful and supportive people and I love to talk about 
writing with y’all. – E.R.
! *“Soul-Family” who support, inspire and share their unique talents 
professionally and personally. – D.R.
If you have some original (or humorous) answers to the question, “Why are you a 

member of SLO NightWriters?” please feel free to email them to me at 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com. (Put “Membership Minute” in the subject line) They might make 
it in to a future Membership Minute.

Until next month,
Hanje

Hanje Richards
Membership director

mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Anita Hunt (hunt6465@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“Plutomania”

Definition: (N, Gk. pluto, wealth + mania, 
excessive enthusiasm or craze) An obsession 
with money or wealth; an abnormal craving 
for wealth.

Synonyms: none

Usage: Given the innate acquisitive nature of 
the population, their plutomania might be 
considered more a disease than an obsession.

Quote 
of the Month

! “I never know quite when a 
book starts. I don’t worry about it too 
much. I don’t believe in forcing pace. I 
take it when I can, sort of seize the 
moment.”
! !
! ! ! ~Helen MacInnes
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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! Thanks to all of you who helped with 
the NightWriters’s book sale table at the 
latest Cuesta College Writer’s Conference. 
Even if you sold only a few books or none 
at all, you provided a valuable service. Your 
help meant that we had a signifiant 
presence at the conference with our table 
full of members’ books, our banner, the 
Tolosa Press Anthology and other signage. 
It meant we had a focal point for attendees 
to find out about NightWriters and a place 
for members to congregate and meet 
potential readers. ! !   

Thanks to NW Book Table Volunteers!

! With your help we sold fourteen NightWriter Anthologies and a number of other 
books written by members. Numerous people took our bookmarks, brochures and business 
cards. They thumbed through our books for sale, asked questions and talked with you 
about NightWriters, book writing and marketing. We had several people who came up 
especially to find out more about our organization and promise to join. I trust that you 
found it to be a rewarding experience and will sign up again next year to sell your books 
and meet our public. 
! Ever grateful, 
! Beryl Reichenberg

L-R, Mary Weber, Evy Cole, Beryl Reichenberg

Exploring Flash Fiction
! If you’ve ever wondered how they do it, write short fiction with such an impact, 
here’s a link to a fantastic article that appeared in Southeast Fiction, by Pamelyn Casto 
and Geoffrey Fuller. Titled “Turn Your Anecdotes Into Flash Fiction,” this article details 
how to take events that happen to you and turn them into meaningful fiction by 
following four strategies: Put Your I Out; Don’t Tell All; Find the Aha! Moment; and 
Take Up Literary Shorthand.
! Short fiction is amazingly popular today, and it’s a great way to break into the 
fiction market. Give this instructive, inspiring article a perusal, then try your hand at 
crafting your own anecdotes at flash fiction. Perhaps for Tolosa Press (see page 6), yes?
http://fictionsoutheast.com/main/?p=11002

http://fictionsoutheast.com/main/?p=11002
http://fictionsoutheast.com/main/?p=11002
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Final Slate for November Elections
President:  Janice Konstandinidis
Janice Konstantinidis is also Webmaster and Assistant Photographer for NW.  
Australian by birth, she has lived on California's Central Coast for ten years.  She 
is currently writing her memoir about her time in a Magdalene Laundry in 
Australia and a book of limericks. She won 4 Lillian Dean awards in 2013. “I enjoy 
supporting people who come into the organization. I would like to see them 
flourish as I have.”
President: Tom Snow
After twenty-two years in Sydney, Tom Snow recently moved back to his native U. 
S. He is the current NW Contest Director. As well as working on his upcoming 
novel, Tom coaches and critiques for various organizations within the community. 
Tom has two books out, a newly published crime thriller, Gut Shot on the River, and 
a romantic comedy set in Sydney, called The Pope Goes Speed Dating. Website: 
tlsnowauthor.com
Vice President: Andrea Chmelik
Andrea was born in Slovakia and came to the Central Coast two years ago. She 
mainly blogs about challenges of motherhood, but also comments on other topics, 
ranging from identifying home to dealing with death. She was honored to be 
chosen a featured member at BlogHer.com and won a first place award in the 2013 
Lilian Dean Contest. She is currently NW Social Media Director and the 
Submissions Manager for Tolosa Press entries. Andrea a keen intellect combined 
with a rare blend of creativity and logic. 
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle
A Buffalo, NY transplant, Susan is a professional editor, writing instructor and 
author of 3 novels and a series of books on writing. She is past president of both 
SLO NightWriters and Central Coast SinC, and is currently Newsletter Editor for 
both organizations, as well as NW Treasurer. “Writing is the ultimate act of courage. 
To pour oneself onto paper, to open one’s essence to strangers, is the greatest gift 
one can offer… Writers make the world a better place, one word at a time.” 
Program Director: Jeannie Bruenning
A Chicagoan transplanted to the Central Coast of California, Jeannie is an author 
and publisher who established Silver Thread Publishing in 2009. Jeannie is the 
current Program Director and acting Vice President for SLO NightWriters. Her 
latest publication is titled, The Plan. www.jeanniegb.wordpress.com; 
www.asilverthread.com
Secretary: Sharyl Heber
Sharyl is a 25+ year member of SLO NightWriters, serving 6+ years on the NW 
Board.  She is past NW Critique Group Coordinator and Contest Director. She’s 
been tapping out fiction for 30+ years. Novelist, screenwriter, poet, fiber artist, 
paper crafter, unabashed movie freak and hoarder of sparkly objects. “Little words 
on a page... they can change lives. They can change the world.”

http://www.jeanniegb.wordpress.com
http://www.jeanniegb.wordpress.com
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=KkriDzk7zhAyY68XxtvaWHJAyw5dmY0zihKdAGdohPIrCovAY%2bsa2g9PQidGWknIIElqJiNtehU94GUpBDst3eP6tDQpPX7juQuuSasL0v0%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=KkriDzk7zhAyY68XxtvaWHJAyw5dmY0zihKdAGdohPIrCovAY%2bsa2g9PQidGWknIIElqJiNtehU94GUpBDst3eP6tDQpPX7juQuuSasL0v0%3d
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Review: september Meeting
The Round Tables met from 5:15pm to 6:15pm. Susan Tuttle gave 

a writing lesson from her What If? book series. Terry Sanville and Mark 
Arnold critiqued our 500-word submissions. I attended the critique 
group. Three NightWriters presented their material including the man 
himself, Terry Sanville.

Mark passed out a handout of guidelines for NightWriter 
Critique Groups: submit only your best work; honor the page limit; 
critique the writing, not the subject matter or beliefs of the writer; give 
concrete reasons for why a piece works or doesn’t; and thank everyone 
for their input. Mark encouraged us to read the great descriptive 

passages in Storm Siren, a young adult fantasy novel 
recently published by fellow NightWriter Mary Weber. 
Storm Siren’s main character is Nym, a seventeen-year-old 
slave girl whose lethal curse may or may not be the 
salvation of her kingdom.  http://www.amazon.com/
Storm-Siren-Trilogy/dp/1401690343/ref=sr_1_1?
ie=UTF8&qid=1411881084&sr=8-1&keywords=storm+siren

Terry cautioned us about repeating unique words.  
You cannot have a balmy breeze, a balmy caress, and a balmy 
sunset; choose one. The formal term for this is semantic 

satiation, a psychological phenomenon in which repetition causes a word or phrase to temporarily 
lose meaning for the listener, who then perceives the speech as repeated meaningless sounds.  Terry 
also suggested we avoid using clichés, so avoid it like the plague; dead as a doornail; low- hanging fruit; 
think outside the box; plenty of fish in the sea; and you do the math are all out.

Terry mentioned that the internet is full of great examples of dialects anchored to specific 
times and places.  I googled Prison Dialects and found some fascinating resources including a more 

By Jan Alarcon

clever than helpful YouTube video entitled 15 Slang Words You 
Need to Know to Survive Prison. I did misspend part of my youth 
in prison (as an employee, not an inmate) but I still question the 
wisdom of that choice, so I work hard at not peppering my 
speech with prison slang. So it might interest you to know that 
all day is a life sentence; road dog is a best friend; the car is a tight 
clique (so riding on the bumper is a clique wannabe); fish is a first-
timer; and Santos is the guy who moved in on your girlfriend 
the second you got rolled up. There is poetry everywhere.

http://www.amazon.com/Storm-Siren-Trilogy/dp/1401690343/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411881084&sr=8-1&keywords=storm+siren
http://www.amazon.com/Storm-Siren-Trilogy/dp/1401690343/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411881084&sr=8-1&keywords=storm+siren
http://www.amazon.com/Storm-Siren-Trilogy/dp/1401690343/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411881084&sr=8-1&keywords=storm+siren
http://www.amazon.com/Storm-Siren-Trilogy/dp/1401690343/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411881084&sr=8-1&keywords=storm+siren
http://www.amazon.com/Storm-Siren-Trilogy/dp/1401690343/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411881084&sr=8-1&keywords=storm+siren
http://www.amazon.com/Storm-Siren-Trilogy/dp/1401690343/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1411881084&sr=8-1&keywords=storm+siren
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repetition_%28rhetorical_device%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repetition_%28rhetorical_device%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_%28linguistic%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_%28linguistic%29
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Terry read his own piece about strangers on the bus 
teaching one another profound life lessons.  It was one of those 
great pieces that made me want to call home immediately and 
apologize to someone, and I live alone. My favorite line: They 
muttered to themselves, not hearing, not seeing, only venting to their 
internal ghosts. Terry called it a cigarette story—short, quick and 
to the point.  

The main meeting began after a break of bite-size 
pretzels and Halloween candy. We had a publisher’s panel 

consisting of kindle expert Brian Schwartz http://
www.epubconversions.com; self-publishing mentor Jason 
Matthews: https://www.udemy.com/how-to-make-market-
and-sell-ebooks-all-for-free/ ; marketing specialist Randy Ross 
http://www.parablegroup.com/; and publisher Jeannie 
Bruenning  http://www.asilverthread.com/. 

The panel agreed that the publishing world is changing 
rapidly; it is important to have knowledgeable mentors to help 
“walk you through the publishing process.” You can go ahead 

and self-publish but you will still need to get great reviews to sell your work and be noticed. Write 
the best book possible and then get several beta readers to read your pre-published work and give 
you initial feedback. Revise accordingly, and thank them profusely by name on your dedication 
page.  Make sure you pay good money to get the best cover design possible, no selfies; spring for a 
professional photographer. Hire the best copy editors can you find, but don’t approach them until 
your manuscript is as polished as you know how to make it on your own. To drum up interest, 
consider giving away short stories or a prequel of your novel online for free. Don’t be reluctant to 
market yourself; just like a rock star needs to go on tour to sell his CD’s, you will need to get out 
there, sign books, and press flesh to get your platform out there. You rock star, you!

Don’t write to become rich and famous, although certainly that may be a byproduct of the 
great work you produce. Write instead because you have something unique and important to say. 
Write because you want to leave something of yourself 
behind. Write and write and enjoy it, and savor every moment 
of the journey of putting your creative self on paper. To start 
out with, Jason suggested you make some very simple goals, 
like writing only 20 minutes a day. Spend that time writing 
creativity without editing, editing is the easy part and can 
come much later. Two helpful  books on writing were 
suggested: Bird by Bird by Anne Lamott and On Writing—A 
Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King. November is National 
Writing Month and NightWriters were challenged to write a 

http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pCyeg916iK3wwkNyzPADaku7y/5GK56qGIuPn/cCrGOY/IxZiqjwrVbMWRUa%2bMRT/CNW/UfTzjNkQVcJOcYctVSgQ1ibw0H1BBw2liq8Ovs%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pCyeg916iK3wwkNyzPADaku7y/5GK56qGIuPn/cCrGOY/IxZiqjwrVbMWRUa%2bMRT/CNW/UfTzjNkQVcJOcYctVSgQ1ibw0H1BBw2liq8Ovs%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pCyeg916iK3wwkNyzPADaku7y/5GK56qGIuPn/cCrGOY/IxZiqjwrVbMWRUa%2bMRT/CNW/UfTzjNkQVcJOcYctVSgQ1ibw0H1BBw2liq8Ovs%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pCyeg916iK3wwkNyzPADaku7y/5GK56qGIuPn/cCrGOY/IxZiqjwrVbMWRUa%2bMRT/CNW/UfTzjNkQVcJOcYctVSgQ1ibw0H1BBw2liq8Ovs%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=mehoGQwq/FnH1usFPYBTW5B%2bfZ7aU0hCwC/oXYnYnbfLY4slNQNY9nsowy5WTVoPI8csdbip7FZoEsqJfihYO7qcnigvh6kUREivOTSsslk%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=mehoGQwq/FnH1usFPYBTW5B%2bfZ7aU0hCwC/oXYnYnbfLY4slNQNY9nsowy5WTVoPI8csdbip7FZoEsqJfihYO7qcnigvh6kUREivOTSsslk%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=mehoGQwq/FnH1usFPYBTW5B%2bfZ7aU0hCwC/oXYnYnbfLY4slNQNY9nsowy5WTVoPI8csdbip7FZoEsqJfihYO7qcnigvh6kUREivOTSsslk%3d
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=mehoGQwq/FnH1usFPYBTW5B%2bfZ7aU0hCwC/oXYnYnbfLY4slNQNY9nsowy5WTVoPI8csdbip7FZoEsqJfihYO7qcnigvh6kUREivOTSsslk%3d
http://www.parablegroup.com/
http://www.parablegroup.com/
http://www.asilverthread.com/
http://www.asilverthread.com/
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novel this November.  If you accept, you will get 
lots of support from http://nanowrimo.org/ .

Our next meeting will be at 6:30pm on 
Tuesday, October 14, 2014 at our new location, the 
United Church Christ, 11245 Los Osos Valley Road. 
We will celebrate the Golden Quill award winners. 
I can’t wait.

 Until Next Month, 

Jan Alarcon

A Writer’s Process

by: Elizabeth Roderick

Discussing: Curse of the Crimson Dragon by Tony Piazza

Q: How did you come up with the idea for Curse of the 
Crimson Dragon?  Did the story line come to you first, or the 
characters?

A: Curse of the Crimson Dragon was borne out of my love 
for a genre that began in the 1960s—the spy craze. When I had 
finished, and submitted my first detective mystery manuscript to 
my previous publisher, there followed a long waiting period 
where I grew restless. I needed to do something, so I decided to start writing again. I realized 
right away that I wanted to do something away from the classic mystery genre that I'd just 
completed, and chose one that was a favorite from my youth- the espionage thriller.  Along 
those same lines, I also enjoyed in my youth the old chapter, or movie serials- cliffhangers 
they called them (of which Indiana Jones was fashioned), so combining the two, "The Curse of 
the Crimson Dragon" was born.

The story definitely came first, and the characters followed.

Q: How long did you spend thinking or daydreaming about the story before you began 
to write?
A: The minute my fingers touched the keys of my keyboard the story began. I did 

pause at times for inspiration, but generally it flowed from the minute the first words touched 
the screen. 

http://nanowrimo.org/
http://nanowrimo.org/
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Q: Did you construct an outline for the story?
A: I've been trained as a scientist- it was my profession- and thinking logically and 

keeping things in their proper order in my head was second nature (at least until a couple of 
years ago- explain in a bit). The outline for this book was entirely constructed and stored in 
my head; I never put an outline to paper. That system never failed me on my first two books, 
but in copy editing my third (A Murder Amongst Angels- a complicated mystery sequel to my 
first book) I found age had me forgetting a few important details which forced me to go back 
and correct- it complicated the process. So, for my fourth novel- another mystery in the Tom 
Logan series, I am outlining for the first time.

Q: Is there anything that happened in the story that surprised you?  Something you 
hadn’t planned?
A: The location for the ending was somewhat of a surprise. As it turned out I was 

writing the final chapters of the manuscript in Hawaii (on Oahu) and discovered the 'Royal 
Hawaiian' hotel for the first time. I was awed by its beauty and history, and decided to write it 
into the book (another location was originally planned). 

Q: How long did it take you to write Curse of the Crimson Dragon?  
A: About a year and a half.

Q: What is your editing process?
A: I edit as I go along, and then send it off to a copy editor who does his/her magic, 

and then re-edit (or not) depending on his/her suggestions. I then re-read it as a whole before 
I send it on for publication.

Q: Did you pitch it to agents before you self-published?
A: No. I've never pitched any of my books to agents. I'd looked at all the options before 

deciding which way I wanted to go on my first manuscript (Anything Short of Murder), and 
after weighing all the pros and cons from other authors I'd talked to, decided to go the self-
publishing route and am still glad that I did so. The rights are mine, the decisions are mine. I 
feel better having the complete control.

Q: What research did you do for this novel?
A: There was a lot of research for this novel, everything from naval vessels, to the 

culture and morals of the 40s; politics, history, food, drink; even the brand of beers drunk on 
the islands, and how they refined sugar. I looked into them all. I also spent time on the islands, 
which helped a great deal. To walk the soil of your characters is important, to experience the 
sights, sounds, and smells that your protagonist might experience. I do that with all my 
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novels: visit the sights, take mental notes (sometimes actual), and photographs to refer to later. I 
also grew up around people (including my dad) who fought during WW2 and incorporated 
some of their reminiscences into the book. And finally, I share an office with a naval man, a 
submariner who helped with the details of submarines (including the German U-boats) and 
weapons-related information.

Q: What is your favorite scene from the book?  Which was your favorite character, and 
why?
A: There are several, but the action on the U-boat toward the end of the book comes to 

mind. I love big action scenes, and this was fun to write, and it came out exactly as I wanted it to. 
The centipede in the shower was amusing too- a real creepy moment, which I think came over 
well in the telling. Incidentally, that was based partially on a true incident.

I like Ryan, the hero of the piece of course, but Reggie was my favorite. I have a good 
friend in England, and this character was written with him in mind. He has been a great support 
in my work over the years and has a marvelous sense of humor. He has been like a brother to me- 
so Ryan and his friendship in the book was actually based on reality. It made it easy to write.

Q: What’s your favorite part about writing?  What is your least favorite part?
! A: I love writing the book. The killer is the promotion once it's released. I don't hate it, but 
it's hard and takes away from letting you launch into your next novel.

Q: What books or movies do you feel inspired you to write this book?
A: This particular book- the works of Ian Fleming, Donald Hamilton, Alistair Maclean and 

all the pulp heroes of the past- The Shadow or Doc Savage. Films- Bond series, Indiana Jones, and all 
the great adventure serials (cliffhangers) of the cinema.

! Q: Anything you’re working on now that you want to tell us 
about?

A: I'm working on my third mystery in the Tom Logan series. 
I'm a little more than halfway through the manuscript. It's turning out 
great, and is once again a fun experience which I think will translate 
to its' eventual readers.

Thank you, Mr. Piazza, for telling us about your wonderful 
book, The Curse of the Crimson Dragon! It is available from Amazon 
here. http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Crimson-Dragon-Tony-
Piazza/dp/1500612790

http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Crimson-Dragon-Tony-Piazza/dp/1500612790
http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Crimson-Dragon-Tony-Piazza/dp/1500612790
http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Crimson-Dragon-Tony-Piazza/dp/1500612790
http://www.amazon.com/Curse-Crimson-Dragon-Tony-Piazza/dp/1500612790
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right word, the right phrasing, or the right rhythm and sound, on top of all that there’s 
PUNCTUATION.  And possessive punctuation errors are the worst.

It’s enough to make writer weep.
Take plural possessives for instance. The rule says add an apostrophe s to let your 

reader know you mean something that belongs to someone else. Now how about many 
somethings? There is a basic rule. One thing, use, ‘s: Mark‘s car. However, if the thing belongs 
to more than one person use, s’: The Arnolds’ house, because Linda is pretty sure she owns 
this place, too. That is the rule for plural nouns ending in S. Add only the ‘.  Like states’ rights 
or the kids’ toys, or the Cats’ meow. (Linda owns two cats.)

There is a special case for plural nouns not ending in S. For those, add ‘s and you’re 
good. The Alumni’s contribution.

What if you have a singular common noun that ends in S? Follow the basic rule and 
add ‘s  UNLESS the next word begins with an S. Oh boy. Like the witness’s chair. Easy. But, if 
the next word begins with an S, use this: the witness’ story.

I’m just getting warmed up. How ‘bout those special expressions? Like when a word 
does not end with an S, BUT has an S sound and is followed by a word ending in S. For those, 
use: ‘s. Like, for appearance’s sake; or, my conscience’s sake. 

There’s more, but I need to let my conscience pop open a bottle of Sake, for goodness’ 
sake.

For my money, Janet Burroway wrote THE book on the art 
and science of writing fiction. As a matter of fact, that’s the name of 
the work, Writing Fiction.  Her 1980’s book is still the first choice 
among professors teaching creative writing courses. She says there 
are four great errors that will make an editor send your work back to 
you. They are Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation, and sloth (lazy 
writing).

For my money, I think errors in punctuation are the easiest to 
make and the hardest to deal with. I mean, never mind finding the 

Maybe I’m Being Possessive...
But its… it’s… all mine, says Mark Arnold
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Spotlight On... Jason Matthews
NW: “Who are you?”
Jason: I’m Jason Matthews, moved here recently from Truckee-

North Lake Tahoe. I joined SLO Nightwriters to network with more 
authors in this beautiful area. I’m an author of fiction and non-fiction, a 
blogger, speaker and publishing coach working with writers around the 
world.

 NW: “Who is your greatest inspiration?”
Jason: On a daily basis, I imagine a much better version of myself 

who is wiser and experienced with the hurdles in life. He seems to have 
pretty good advice whenever I ask for it.

Other than that, my Mom is my greatest inspiration and perhaps the hardest working 
person I know.

NW: “Do you have a blog?”
Jason: I have two blogs, one for non-fiction self-publishing related stuff and the other 

for everything else. Here are the links:
! http://ebooksuccess4free.wordpress.com/
! http://www.thebigbangauthor.com/

NW: “What is your favorite book, movie, or play?
Jason: My favorite movie is Heaven Can Wait. I like the story line and the concept that 

there is a plan in life even if it feels utterly confusing and not fair along the way. I also love the 
writing of the character’s dialogue.

NW: “What genre do you like to write?”
Jason: I like to write self-help non-fiction and fiction that’s hard to classify. My novels 

are about the bigger hidden picture in life.

NW: “Do you have a day job?”
Jason: Just full-time writing at the moment but considering other work because the 

money could be better.

NW: “How does your family support you in your writing?”
Jason: My wife works full-time and pays a good chunk of our bills. My daughters 

appreciate how hard I’m working on my goals and let me know they love me. My extended 
family does that too.

by: Mike Price

http://ebooksuccess4free.wordpress.com/
http://ebooksuccess4free.wordpress.com/
http://www.thebigbangauthor.com/
http://www.thebigbangauthor.com/
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NW: “How does NightWriters help you?”
Jason: NightWriters help me network with others in their area working on similar 

goals as I am. This business of writing depends on community, and I’ve happy to have found 
that with SLO NW.

NW “How do you handle rejection letters?”
Jason: I don’t get rejection letters now that I’ve self-published, but those rejections 

were what led me to look for other options. Sometimes I get a review from a reader who 
didn’t like a book, like a 1 or 2 star review, and I’m okay with that because not everyone is 
going to like the same book.

NW: “Tell us something surprising about yourself.”
Jason: I want to see industrial hemp made legal. It’s a great plant that can be used for 

just about anything and is very friendly on the environment, although smoking industrial 
hemp won’t get you high (that’s a special strain of hemp called marijuana, which has been 
selectively bred for that use). Industrial hemp can make food, textiles, plastics, building 
materials and plenty more. For example, Henry Ford made a car from hemp fibers that ran on 
hemp oil. Ford claimed the body was far lighter yet many times stronger than steel; had it 
been produced it could have saved many lives from 
accidents and untold amounts in gas consumption. The 
Declaration of Independence is written on hemp paper; our 
forefathers grew hemp and many people back then used to 
pay their taxes with it. “Hemp for Victory” was a WWII 
campaign where the US government subsidized farmers to 
grow hemp again to help the war efforts. How ironic is the 
state of our nation’s policy on this wonderful plant?

NW: “Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?”
Jason: I’ve been playing soccer for over 30 years and 

still love it. I’m also a snow-skier who recently moved here 
form the mountains of Lake Tahoe. I love lounging on the 
beach, family dinners with Jeopardy, animals, chess, scrabble and, of course, good food and 
drink.

NW: From all of us at NightWriters, a big thanks to Jason Matthews for letting us get to 
know him a little better.

Jason Matthews

! “To write simply is as difficult as to be good.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~W. Somerset Maugham 
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Author Gary Schmidt to Speak at Expo Center
	
 Two-time Newbery Honor award winning author Gary Schmidt will speak to the 
community at a free event to be held on October 23, 2014 at the Madonna Expo Center. At the 
event Schmidt will discuss the importance of literature in a child's education. He will cover 
the value of reading whole books to children and show how excerpt reading, a common 
practice in public schools, is truly selling students short. As a professor of English Literature 
with a training and degree in Medieval History his experience on this topic is relevant and 
vast. Guests will also have the opportunity to learn more about SLO Classical Academy and 
pledge their support as proud advocates where whole book reading is a daily faire!
! Schmidt is the highly acclaimed author of The Wednesday Wars and Lizzie Bright and the 
Buckminster Boy. His book Okay for Now has been selected as NPR’s Backseat Book Club on All 
Things Considered. The SLO Classical Academy is honored to host Schmidt at this fund-
raising event with Dan Dow, District Attorny-Elect as the evenings emcee. The event is free to 
the public and all are welcome to attend. The event will also include dessert, coffee and 
sparkling beverages.
! Join author Gary Schmidt on October 23, 2014 6:30pm-8:00pm at the Alex Madonna 
Expo Center, 100 Madonna Rd. San Luis Obispo to learn why whole book literature reading is 
important in education. For more information: www.sloclassical.org or 805-548-8700

University Graphic Systems 
! UGS is a student-run print and creative services provider. We offer commercial 
printing and bindery options as well as creative services including graphic design, web 
design, and marketing. We are eager to work with members of the SLO community to 
create beautiful printed products. Our Design Services department is available to design 
book covers, bookmarks and anything else you may need.

http://www.sloclassical.org
http://www.sloclassical.org
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Call for Submissions: Nimrod International Journal
! Movement. Connection. Current. The dictionary defines circulation as “the movement 
of blood through the body” or “a passage or transmission from person to person or place to 
place.” But there are circulatory systems all around us: connections to each other, to the 
external world, and to our internal worlds. What keeps us connected? What do we do when 
those connections break? What makes the movement of a circulatory system vital? How do we 
enter, leave, or take part in a circulatory system, when they often have no clear beginning or 
end?
 ! For our Spring/Summer 2015 issue, CirculatorySystems: Current and Connection, Nimrod 
International Journal is looking for poems, short stories, and creative nonfiction pieces that play 
with the idea of circulatory systems. Ideas of what to send might include work about
! ·       Rivers, roads, and other pathways that connect us and take us on expected or 
unexpected journeys
! ·       Movement, passages, and transitions of all kinds
! ·       The human body or medicine
! ·       The connections of family and relationships, both those that renew us and those in 
which the circuit must be severed
! ·       Cycles of history, rituals, etc.
! ·       Technology—the circuits of computers or the connecting webs of social media—
and how they can bring us together or pull us apart
! ·       The myriad connections and currents of nature, including the ways that we fit in as 
humans and/or writers 
! ·       Surprise us! Send something that plays with the theme in a way that we haven’t 
even thought of
 ! Stories and creative nonfiction may be up to 7,500 words; poetry may be up to 8 pages. 
All work must be previously unpublished. Please mark both your cover letter and the outer 
envelope with “Spring 2015 Theme.” Send a SASE for response. Writers living inside the U.S. 
must mail their submissions. Fiction should be typed, double-spaced with 1” margins on all 
sides, one side of plain white paper only. Poetry should be typed, one side of plain white paper 
only. You may submit poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction, but we ask that they be sent as 
separate submissions.
 ! Postmark Deadline: November 30th, 2014. Publication Date: April 2015
 Send manuscripts to:

Nimrod Journal 
The University of Tulsa
800 S. Tucker Dr.
Tulsa, OK 74104
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

5 Attributes A Ghostwriter Needs
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Excerpted from: Writer’s Digest blog
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! By: Kelly James-Enger

! Any competent writer can ghostwrite, and there’s a growing market for talented 
ghostwriters to produce articles, books, even blog posts. If you think your personality, 
background and experience makes you a good fit for the field, you might want to give it a try.
! But to be successful at ghostwriting, there are 5 attributes you will need.
1. Confidence: Confidence will help bring you clients because they will trust your abilities to 

write their article, book or blog post. And confidence in yourself will make it easier to create 
a piece that springs not from your own ideas and brain, but from your client’s. But most 
importantly, you have to have enough confidence to write without a byline, to understand 
that any praise for your piece will be directed to and accepted by your client—not you. If that 
idea makes you uncomfortable or resentful, ghosting isn’t for you.

2. Creativity. A ghost does much more than simply write up what a client dictates. Ghosts are 
often called on to conceptualize, organize, research, edit and rewrite. As a freelancer, you’ve 
no doubt come up with story ideas, organized articles or book chapters and come up with 
new approaches to subjects you’ve written about that before. You’ll use those same skills 
when you ghostwrite.

3. Flexibility. When you ghost, you’re at the whim of your client. He may not be available 
when you need answers, may not feel the pressure to complete the project in a timely 
manner—which can impact when you get paid. You may need to push back a deadline, or 
move forward on the part of the project that doesn’t need his input. Understanding that 
you’re not in charge of the timetable is key to successful ghostwriting. 

4. Ability to organize. This is less important for a short project, but for longer things, like a 
book, you will need to be able to organize all the disparate aspects of the project so they are 
available at your fingertips. The key is to manage information, drafts, and emails in a way 
that works for you.

5. Publishing knowledge. If you want to ghostwrite books, you should have a working 
knowledge of the publishing industry. Knowledge of (or experience with) traditional 
publishing, small presses and POD options will give you a huge advantage over ghosts who 
are great writers but know little about publishing today. The more experience you have, the 
more value you have as a ghostwriter to potential clients.

! Ask yourself honestly whether you have these five essential attributes. If the answer is 
yes, then consider adding ghosting to your freelance repertoire.
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President: * Position Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Jeannie Bruenning 
Contest Committee Chair: Tom Snow
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: Anita Hunt
Member-At-Large: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: Anita Hunt
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Andrea 
Chmelik
 Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings are on the second 
Tuesday of every month, year round. We encourage 
interested visitors to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission is free; 
refreshments are served.
    Next Meeting: October 14th, 6:30 pm, at United Church 
of Christ Meeting Hall, 11245 Los Osos Valley Road, San 
Luis Obispo. October meeting begins at 6:30 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact Anita Hunt, Critique 
Group Coordinator to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW Newsletter and on the NW 
Web site. hunt6465@charter.net 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com or Anita Hunt Critique Group 
Coordinator (hunt6465@charter.net) with your critique needs and genres and she’ll do her best to assist 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 9:00 
am-12:00 noon (subject to change). Adult and 
children’s fiction and nonfiction. No genre or 
skill level restrictions. Meets in Paso Robles. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator! ! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

What If? Writing Group III (Monday 
Evening Group)

Meets every Monday evening in Los Osos from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all fiction/non-
fiction writers who want to learn the process of 
crafting a well-told story while developing their 
own voice and style. We explore such topics as 
ideas, character, story arc, tone, voice, POV, 
tension, dialogue, resolution, writing mechanics, 
etc. There is a small fee involved for this class to 
cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.
Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WHAT IF? WRITING GROUP II (Wed. 
pm Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each 
session, then analyzed according to the objective 
of the day’s goal. Based on writing exercises 
designed to jump-start the creative process 
(gleaned from a variety of published authors), 
these sessions take writers through the process 
of writing fiction from inception of idea to the 
final resolution. This group is for all writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc.  There is a 
small monthly fee involved for this class to 
cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contacts:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Lorie Brallier share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! ! ! Lorie Brallier, 528-8845

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 
Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

What If? Writing Group I (a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in Grover 
Beach from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take 
writers through the process of writing fiction 
from inception of idea to the final resolution. 
This group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers 
who want to learn the process of crafting a well-
told story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome
Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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